Creative strategies to improve patient safety: allergies and adverse drug reactions.
Approximately 770,000 Americans are hospitalized and suffer adverse drug events (ADEs) costing billions of dollars each year. An ADE occurs when a patient is injured by an adverse drug reaction. Improved medication administration could prevent about 2.5 million ADEs (Institute of Medicine, 2004). This project provided an education for patients and nurses and a medication fact sheet. Outcomes included updating allergy records, improving medication safety knowledge, and improving nurses' adverse drug reactions and allergy reports.